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Its Axiomatic!
Summer 2013 edition
NEWS FROM AXIOM PSYCHOLOGICAL & COACHING SERVICES
As 2013 is all but at end and we move towards the festive season it is perhaps a time to reflect on the year past and look to what goals and aspirations we have for 2014.

Some of the highlights for Axiom in 2013 included:

· A record year in terms of new client referrals

· Engaging our first intern/provisional psychologists

· George Dieter finishing his second book – an examination of boundaries
· Ian Kilpatrick was a key note speaker at the Fiji Human Resource Institute’s annual convention

· Introduction of Axiom’s services into Fiji

DSM
As we all know 2013 saw the upgrade from DSM IV to DSM-5 with a little controversy. One of the issues which interested us with the change was what would happen in the legislative area such as Workcover, MVA, etc. We wrote to the Premier to get an official answer. In September we received replies from the Hon Kevin Humphries, Minister for Health and Ms Geniere Aplin, General Manager Workers Compensation Insurance writing on behalf of Hon Andrew Constance, Minister of Finance.
Mr Humphries in part said “There is currently no official timetable to transition to DSM-V from the NSW Government or key professional bodies.” Key aspects from Ms Aplin’s letter are quoted as follows:
“I can advise that neither Workcover nor the Motor Vehicle Accident Authority legislate or recommend the need to use the DSM when conducting psychological assessments or diagnosing patients.

“Doctors who complete the Workcover Certificate of Capacity for injured workers are advised of the need to diagnose in accordance with section 11A7 and 8 of the Workers Compensation Act 1987.

“WorkCover makes reference to DSM IV in its WorkCover Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment (Third Edition), to exclude the DSM IV diagnosis of somatoform disorders, which will remain unchanged.

“… Chapter 7 of the Guidelines (i.e. Motor Vehicle Accidents Authority Permanent Impairment Guidelines (October 2007) … requires the use of DSM IV, the International Classification of Diseases (10th Edition) or a substantial body of peer review research literature when assessing whole person impairment for mental or behavioural disorders.”
Workcover

The legislative changes the NSW Government introduced in July 2012 are now starting to have their full impact. It is of course a mixed blessing for employers their premiums have been reduced. This is especially helpful for the myriad of small businesses (including GP & lawyers practices – not to mention psychology practices). However on the other hand injured workers are now feeling the effects. One major impact is the twelve month limitation for “reasonable and necessary” medical treatments. Many pre July 2012 injured workers will cease to have their medical expenses paid after 1 January 2014.
HSC Program

We are pleased to report that our first program has successfully been completed. The students participating al reported some benefit in helping them prepare for the HSC. The program gave the students strategies to reduce their level of stress as much as acquire new skills and how to learn effectively.

Neuropsychogical Services
Commencing in 2014 we will be offering a neuropsychological assessment service. Early in the New Year we will give you more details.
Golf day

We are looking to run a charity golf day around late February/early March next year. We intend that the day will be fun with lots of prizes. All proceeds will be donated to Central Coast charities or organisations in need of support. If you are interested in partnering us in this event please let Ian Kilpatrick know.
Victim of Crime

Victim Services offer free and confidential counselling to victims of crime. Referral is through Victim Services (phone 1800 633 063). A mental health plan is not required. Only psychologists and counsellors who are registered with Victim Services can provide the service. Axiom’s registered psychologists are George Dieter & Ian Kilpatrick.
Staff News
Sandy Gilbert has joined us as our Intern/Provisional Psychologist. She is married to Adam a well known real estate agent and creator/promoter of the Central Coast Home Expo. Sandy & Adam have adolescent children and she is a music teacher. She also had the unique experience of being involved in the election team for President Obama!

Our wonderful & delightful Practice Coordinator/receptionist has announced her engagement to local golf professional Geoff Leonard. We expect to hear the wedding bells ringing sometime in 2014.  
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Thank you for referring your clients to us. We hope we have been able to make a positive difference to their lives.
Our sincere best wishes to you and all who are close to you for a peaceful Christmas and a wonderful 2014
George & Ian and the Axiom Team.

[image: image3.jpg]o>

AXIOM
mL &

COACHING SERVICES




[image: image4.jpg]! Because We Care




Proud supporters of the Central Coast Mariners

Supporting Central Coast Huntington Disease Group

Member Central Coast Suicide Safety Network


